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gypt is seeing a new era in museums. We are currently

building over twenty new museums all over the country
that will utilize new technologies, and old museums are being
refurbished and revitalized. Museums have long since moved
from mere displays of objects; new interaction with the public
will be an important part of Egyptian museums. Visitors will see
new elements in these museums, such as educational programs
for children and “Friends of the Museum” organizations and
societies.

Perhaps the most important new project is the Grand
Egyptian Museum in Giza. This enormous state-of-the-art
facility will be opened in five years and will contain the great
Egyptian collections, such as Tutankhamun’s treasures.

New museums are also being built within the Cairo
area, the finest of which is the National Museum of Egyptian
Civilization. When it opens in two years, it will tell the story
of Egypt throughout the ages, from predynastic to modern
times, with thematic displays on various subjects, and will
house the royal mummies currently in the Egyptian Museum.
With all these changes, we are not forgetting the original
Egyptian Museum in Tahrir Square, which is a hive of activity
at the moment. It is now incredible. Its exterior has been
repainted; and its interior is in progress. New lighting has
been installed, bringing new life to its displays. The new exit
will lead directly through a world class bookstore which will
be ready in January 2010. Works in the area between the east
wall and the Museum are undergoing, and will soon reveal
an open air museum, which has never been featured in the
heart of Cairo before. Tombs and statues will be lighted to be
viewed and enjoyed by passers-by day and night.

-

A WORD FROM THE DIREC

Dr. Hawass and the Ambassador of Japan, Kaoru Ishikawa, at
the opening of the temporary exhibition celebrating 40 years of
Egyptian-Japanese cooperation ™t b G. shaw,

After the move of many of its collections to the Grand
Museum, the Egyptian Museum will be dedicated to ancient
Egyptian Art, and will house many of the masterpieces such
as Khafre’s granite statue. Temporary exhibitions are vital to
promoting our Egyptian heritage, and so the Museum will be
equipped with large spaces for hosting various exhibitions
around the year. The Egyptian Museum will continue to be
an important centre point of Egyptology for many more years
to come. 3

Dr Zahi Hawass
Secretary General
Supreme Council of Antiquities
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Temporary Exhibitions in the Egyptian Museum

Temporary exhibitions are among the most
important elements in any museum: not only
do they boost the number of visitors, but they also
serve to promote a certain collection of objects
to the public. Temporary exhibitions also create
differentatmospheres in museums, attracting new
kinds of visitors that are particularly interested in
the special topic or collection on display.

The Egyptian Museum hosts several new
temporary exhibitions every year. Since 2004,
about 21 exhibitions have been held in the
Museum. Curators from the Museum’s different
sections have cooperated with the various
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supporting institutions, working hard to bring
the changing exhibitions to light. This is not only
beneficial to the visitors, but helps us build better
bridges with our colleagues from different parts of
the Egyptological world.

Exhibitions usually start with the Museum
setting the exhibition plan about a year before
the scheduled date. Objects to be displayed are
chosen, and labels and catalogues are prepared
soon after. These catalogues are a small souvenir,
and also an important reference, for the exhibition.
The latest exhibition in the Egyptian Museum
is celebrating 40 years of cooperation between
Egyptian and Japanese archaeologists through the
excavations of Waseda University.

We hope that our temporary exhibitions
always present something new to the public, and
that they are remembered long after they have
been replaced by another. 3

Dr Wafaa al-Saddik
General Director
Egyptian Museum, Cairo

Cover Photo: Close-up of the carrier net of Senmut. Photo by M. El Dorry




XHIBITIONS AND EVE

Europe-Egypt: A Long Lasting

Archaeological Cooperation
Over the last two years, several exhibitions have been held

at the Egyptian Museum in recognition of the long-term
archaeological projects that are carried out in cooperation with
Egyptian authorities. The latest in the line of such exhibitions was
celebrating Egypt-European cooperation and held at the Museum
from 4/06/2009 to 30/06/2009. Forty photographs, showing joint
European-Egyptian archaeological projects in Egypt since the
beginning of the last century, were the focus of the exhibition.
An especially attractive and unusual display was a collection of
Islamic ceramic sherds casually placed in a vitrine, giving visitors
a sense of what archaeological findings are really
like. Another interesting display was a collection
of carrying baskets (muqtaf) that were displayed
holding a collection of books from a variety of
European excavations, projects, and exhibitions
at the Museum.

The exhibition was organized by the SCA
in collaboration with the Delegation of the
European Commission in Egypt, together with
various European embassies and archaeological
institutes. ¥

[
View of the exhibition.
Photo by A. Amin

Main image used for the
exhibition showing work in

EI Hayez Oasis. Photo by K. Vodera,
© Czech Institute of Egyptology

The Truth Behind the

“Museum’s Cache”...!!
During the renovation works

on the Museum’s western
side (where the new exit will be)
where foundations were being
dug for a glass installation,
about 20 objects were found. In
the past, objects were gathered
from excavations and those in a
poor state were buried, as well
as replicas and unauthenticated
objects which were also buried.

Curators  Ibrahim  Abdel
Gawwad, Lotfy Abdel Hamid, —
Khalifa Mohamed, Waheed A broken relief fragment
Edwar and Nasser Salam were
present at the time and inspected the objects, revealing that
four of the twenty were replicas. Renovation works were
continued after the area was
carefully checked for more
objects.

This is not the first “cache”
to be found; twenty years ago
a large number of terracotta
figurines and oil lamps is said
to have been recovered from
the Museum’s garden. ¥

A broken relief fragment
(Photos by Lotfy Abdel Hamid).

Forty Years of Japanese Excavations:

Waseda University 1966-2006

Following the same trend of exhibitions celebrating long
term excavations in Egypt, the Japanese Waseda University
celebrated 40 years of excavations in Egypt by preparing an
exhibition at the Egyptian Museum.

Since 1966, Waseda University has been excavating at
several sites, such as Luxor, Dahshur and Abu Sir. Among
the seventy three objects on display are objects from their
excavations that are on loan from the storerooms of Luxor
and of Saqqgara, as well as objects from the, as-yet unopened,
National Museum. 3§

Ushabti box and the -

fi f H. o
ours ‘sons of Horus ﬂ:‘i
standing on lotus

flowers. Photo by M. El Dorry
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_ DEPARTMENTSAND PROJECTS'

SECTION TWwO

ECTION 2, under the direction of

houses the earliest material on display,
ranging from the Predynastic Period to the
First Intermediate Period, plus some pieces
from the Middle and New Kingdoms
and the Greco-Roman Period. Thirty-six
thousand objects make up the collections
of this Section. Other curators in the
Section are Salwa el-Dokeishy, Fatma
Abdel Aziz, Ahmed AbdAllah, Ola Abdel
Rahman , Mohamed Abdel Meguid, Rania
Sobhy and Heba EI Mosta’een.

Visitors traditionally start their tour
in Room 43 on the ground floor which
houses many objects from Section 2,
including the Narmer Palette (JE 32169,
CG 14716), ancient Egypt’s symbol of
unification. Close by, the well-recognized
Merimde Head (JE 97472) is displayed
along with the Museum’s large collection
of cosmetic palettes and predynastic
ceramics. Some objects from the First
Dynasty Saqqgara tomb of the high official
Hemaka (ca. 2873-2859 B.C.) are on
display, including, a small disc showing
dogs in pursuit of a gazelle. Room 43
was the first room to undergo systematic
labeling in cooperation with the Registrar
and Collections Management Department
and many labels and panels are already
in place (photo below).

Section 2 also covers the Old Kingdom
(ca. 2649-2150 B.C.), and includes the
limestone statue of Djoser from Saqqgara.
Found at Saqqara in a small chapel built
against the north side of the Step Pyramid
in 1924/1925, a replica now stands in
its place in Saqgara, while the Egyptian
Museum houses the original in Corridor
47. The Menkaure Triads, each showing
the king embraced by the goddess Hathor

Menkaure Triad

on his right and a nome deity on his left,
are also in this section.

The section also includes the Animal
Mummy Room, which was refurbished
in 2002 by the American University in
Cairo, the University of Pennsylvania and
the Section’s curators. Outside the Animal
Mummy Room are several vitrines housing

large group of Predynastic ceramics
arranged chronologically, as well as
many prehistoric objects. Large baskets,
funerary glass vessels, tomb equipment,
funerary boats, and models of daily life
objects from various periods also make
up the collections of Section 2.

Aside from the wusual curatorial
responsibilities like providing scholars
with support and inventorying the
collections, Section 2 staff also cooperates
with other museums in Egypt, such as the
Suez and Sohag Museums, if they request

objects. 3

The Famous Scribe Statue
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1 & 2. ROYAL BOWLS

Drmasty 13, e JERLITH0 BC

Proses Sacrpra, Prrassd of Dosr. 1T 905 sl [E 69891
These bowds, mken by Dicser from earlier royal borils,

sor irmeridod with the narses of provicus kinge

3. IMPORTED JUG

Early Drymastic, ca. S0 BC

Froos Saqrpe, Toash 1504, IE #8105

That thape o thin jusg thormet that ot imported fram
the nerthesrt . perhaps holding a poecicas oil.

4, JAR WITH LUG | |.°.‘\DLE‘J
Early Dyarse s Ol Kingdom, ca 300
From Saqrpea, Prramid of Difossr :‘-:u

Like masy e the stone vessels found beseath Doser’s
ramial, 1 oy T benn Baken frman rlier
ol burial 1o convey power 8o the new king,

5 SCHIST JuG

Ear'ly Drymasts o car by Ol Kingebos, ea. 1100 Jide) BC

From Sacrpers, Prramidof Dijosr. 1 G150

The rarmw mecik and handle. here i the unusoal form
ol 3 humos arm, sigee that this jog was used to
Hore liquide

6, BOWL OF MARMER

Drymaasity 01, peiggn of Mamer, ca. 360 BC

Proses Sacrpa, Frramid of Dosr. 1T B0

The rame of Marmer. owner of the shite palette in this
gallery, @ cagraved in this parpbey bowl withing
serelh, s hand rivcta gl

TAND 8. STONE BOWLS

Ear'ly Drymastic o aar'by CHd Kinggdom, ca. 31080-J0 BC

'F. Prosn A bei Favwaash, Theah e 2. TE 44537

& Proms Sacgpara, Prrassid of Dioses I 64807

These Bevwrls, o of ped heeectn sad the ather of
anleite, wore perhaps used 1o hold sl food afferings.

9. CALCITE DIsH
Drowassy B, reign of Disor. oo, 2650- 1650 BL

L Froeish Sacpgara, Preasoid of Dieer: JE @413

Fashioned to appear like many dishes within one
another; this dich k& carved from cee piece of caleibe.

10, OBJECTS FROM TOMB OF HEMAKA
Dryruasty |, orign of Den, ca. 3732089 BC. From Saqeara, Tomh
of Mervala, IT #5512 foapi, [E 70003 ihanket & mpe)

Thissmall ceystal cup eony have bevn aaed for
ommetic purposes, The weaving seples demonstrate
a high kevel of expertise.

11. GRANARY-SHAPED JAR

Eardy Dynaatic to ssly Old Kingdom, ca. 3000- 2500 BC
From Seppra, Pyramid of Djoser. £ 88277

Thisschist mode granary has s domed mol with an
apening theough which, in an sctaal grasary, grin
witthd have s poused.

12. COPPER JAR

Earby Drymantic, ca. 3H00-2650 1

Froes Abydss, Urnm of-Caab, I 31459 = O3 309
Made cut of a single sheet of copper, this e was
crafied to nitate 2 slone or cly vessel

Panel in Room 43 prepared by Section 2 curator Heba El Mosta’een and RCMD. Drawings

made by DM Warne.
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The Carrier Net of Senmut’s Parents

André J. Veldmeijer

Examples of Pharaonic carrier nets
to hold pots are scarce, despite the
fact that they are often shown in two-
dimensional art. However, a recent study
of the nets found in an intact burial at Dra’
AbQ el-Naga’ by Petrie in 1908 (Petrie,
1909) by this author and J. Bourriau
(accepted) has improved our knowledge
of these items considerably. A comparable
net to those found by Petrie was recovered
from the tomb of Ramose and Hatnefer
(Lansing and Hayes, 1937), who were the
parents of Senmut, the chief steward of
Hatshepsut, in the Abdu el-Qurna hills. It
is slightly more recent than the examples
excavated by Petrie. The big net (the net
has an estimated length of about 1.5m)
is currently on display in the Egyptian
Museum Cairo (hallway 39 first floor, JE
66242), and is the subject of this article.
Although the net has only been
studied behind glass, there can be no
doubt that it is made of flax threads
and consists of groups of 36 half knots
arranged in diamond shapes at regular
intervals throughout the netting. The
choice of these knots is deliberate, as they
are much easier to form into attractive
motifs than other knots. The threads that
make up the fabric are joined to form

The net on display in the
Museum Cairo. Photos by M. El Dorry,

handles at the top. The netting is attached
to a large ring at the bottom, on which
the vessel rests.

In their excavation report, Lansing
and Hayes, conclude that Hatnefer
owned the netting and that it was used to
carry large vessels into the tomb. Despite
this obvious conclusion, the net was not
found round a vessel but was bunched up
in a basketry tray on top of the third and
fourth coffins. The vessels stood against
the north wall. Lansing and Hayes put
one of the three amphorae into the netting
and illustrated the set as such in their
figure 39. According to the excavators,
all the amphorae contained oil and must
have been rather heavy to carry hence
the netting. Considering its weight, at
least two men would have been needed
to carry such a heavy load.

Three types of netting have been
recognised (Veldmeijer & Van Roode,
2005): well-made netting that was made
of reef or overhand knots, which were
used beyond repair (for example, one
from Amarna); coarse, quickly made
netting made with half knots or a knotless
netting technique that was for one time
use (such as an in situ example from Qasr
Ibrim), and netting that was decoratively
knotted, like the one discussed here.

Comparison of the Egyptian Museum
net with those found by Petrie and with
the nets that Reisner (1923) found in
Kerma revealed a close association with
the Nubian netting, especially in the way
they were knotted, although the knots in
the Kerma nets were not grouped. Nets
made of knots that were not grouped but
rather distributed equally throughout,
however, were also among the nets found
by Petrie. Nevertheless, the proximity of
groups of Nubians to Thebes does not
rule out a Nubian origin for this net too.
Comparison with native Egyptian carrier
netting, such as that from Amarna, which
was made of papyrus, suggests that
native Egyptians did not have a desire for
decoratively-knotted nets. Despite this,
however, the netting can be regarded
as functional, as wear suggests, and is
among the best examples we have from
Egypt’s Pharaonic era. ##¢
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The group of 36 half knots. Not to scale.
Drawing by E. Endenburg & A. J. Veldmeijer.

Lansing, A. & Hayes, W. C. The
Egyptian Expedition 1935-1936.

BMMA 32/2, (1937).

Petrie, W. M. F. Qurneh. BSAE/ERA
16; London,

Reisner, G. A. Excavations at Kerma,

(1909).

IV-V. Cambridge ma., (1923).

Veldmeijer, A. J. & Bourriau, J. D. The
Carrier Nets from a Burial at Qurna.

JEA 95 (Accepted).
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Waheed and curator Khalifa
Mohamed during final
preparations for a temporary
exhibition.

Waheed Edwar, a curator in Section 3, is
one of the most active and well known
curators in the Museum. Waheed graduated from
the Faculty of Archaeology at Cairo University in
1993, and first worked as an Antiquities Inspector
in the Pyramids. He requested to be moved to the
Egyptian museumwhere he hasthrown himselfinto
work, learning and improving his language skills,
and becoming an indispensable member of the
Museum’s family. In 2007 Waheed was fortunate
enough to take part in two training opportunities —— T
in the British Museum and in the Getty Museum. ‘: ]I l 1 ‘ il ! l I|
With several languages under his belt, Waheed N (B

is often seen guiding VIPs who always enjoy his .

enthusiasm about the Museum. He has also been 1
involved in many exhibitions and special projects,
such as the Museum garden’s renovations. With
his charm and charisma, Waheed is a favourite of
many local and international television channels
to which he regularly talks about the Museum
and its collections. Waheed just left the Museum,
and moved with his growing family to the United
States. His work ethic and his humour will be
missed by everyone, and we all wish him all the
best with his new life. 3¢

Waheed accompanying Mrs
Jehan El Sadat, Egypt's former
first lady, during her visit to
the Museum.

Il too often, museum visitors may think that the objects on NC‘EN I

display came out of the ground in pristine condition. In the case EGYP ‘

of ancient Egypt, with an ideal climate and conditions to preserve
|gpla\jlﬂg

ancient objects, this is sometimes the case, but on many occasions
delicate objects need to be cleaned, conserved, and sometimes al'ld D
restored by a small team of skilled experts. The results of this work C, nsef\f‘“g

is often invisible, as visitors only see the finished, conserved objects Egy pt s Pas

on display, but the behind-the-scenes work of the conservators and
restorers is an essential part of museum work.

The museum regularly checks the condition of objects on display
and, when necessary, they are moved to the special conservation
laboratory in the museum for treatment, before being put back on
display.

With special permission from Dr Zahi Hawass and Dr. Wafaa el
Saddik, Nacho Ares visited the laboratories to see the work being done
there and wrote an article which appeared in the April issue of “Ancient
Egypt magazine (www.ancientegyptmagazine.com). Objects being
conserved included the coffins of Yuya and Thuya and their mummies.

The role of Museum Conservators is often overlooked, but without
their skilled and dedicated work, many of the objects we know well
today would not survive in good condition for future generations to see
and enjoy. ¥

Bob Partridge, Editor, "Ancient Egypt”

he International Congress of Museums (ICOM) has recently introduced a new system for the safety of museums.
During a recently meeting with the President of the ICOM, Mrs Shazlia el-Anabi, president of the Arab Chapter of

the ICOM, have discussed the system, which includes Health and Safety signs incase of fires and hazards, which have
been installed in the Egyptian Museum. -
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